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" His name, already in his lifetime had earned that
immortality which the records of man assure to those
who, whether by labour or by blood, change the face
of the world. His daring, which had achieved Suez,
and do not forget that it was the miracle of Sue2 out
of which came the failure of Panama. His star, that is
to say the fortuitous circumstances which brought
together the right people at the right time,
" Well, if you will, the star has paled, the daring is
defeated, but the name? . . . You seem to forget, Mr.
Advocate-General, that for a long time now that name
has ceased to belong to M. de Lesseps; it belongs to
you, to us, to all France. You forget also, how some
years ago when this old man still active crossed the
frontier, the populace threw themselves in front of him,
unharnessed the horses, drew his carriage themselves,
and cried, not * Long live Lesseps! ' but c Long live
France! ' Yes, and you, still further forget, that when
he proceeded to foreign Courts, the kings, and even that
old Emperor whom we have so cruelly defeated and
humiliated, rose up to come to him. And what they
greeted in his person was the embodiment of the genius
of our race, a race passionate and generous, scattering
with lavish hand the discoveries and the ideas of which
it would never receive the fruit, prodigal of its own
gold, as of its own blood, as it has striven to serve the
cause of humanity. It is that which they greeted in
the person of M. de Lesseps, and it is that, Mr.
Advocate-General, which your hands, your hands
honestly criminal, are endeavouring to tarnish."
Prolonged applause broke out at the conclusion of
this impassioned speech.